Name: ________________________________________________________________

4-4.1            Comparing the Articles of Confederation and U.S. Constitution

1. What was the biggest fear Americans had about setting up a new government?

2. What was the first government set up by the newly formed United States?  ______________________________________

3. Where did Americans want the power of government to be?

4. Under the Articles of Confederation, what were some of the powers of each state?

5. Under the Articles of Confederation, how was the National Government set up?

6. What was the major problem with the Articles of Confederation?

7. Why was it necessary to write a new Constitution to replace the Articles of Confederation?

8. Under the Constitution, where was the power of government?

9. What is a Federal Government?

10. Under the Constitution how was the national government set up?

11. How was the national congress different in the Constitution from the Articles of Confederation?

Answer Key: Study Guide 4-4.1

What was the biggest fear Americans had about setting up a new government?

Americans were afraid that a strong central government would take away the power and rights  of the individual states to govern themselves.

What was the first government set up by the newly formed United States?  Article of Confederation
Where did Americans want the power of government to be?

Americans wanted the power of government to be with the states, not a central government.

Under the Articles of Confederation, what were some of the powers of each state?

The states were able to form their own military, make their own rules, and print their own currency.

Under the Articles of Confederation, how was the National Government set up? 

Under the Article of Confederation, the National government had only a legislative branch and no executive or judicial branches.  The legislative branch was a national congress where each state had one vote.  The national government could make laws, but could not collect taxes.  The national government could only get money by requesting it from each state.

What was the major problem with the Articles of Confederation?

The national government was too weak.

Why was it necessary to write a new Constitution to replace the Articles of Confederation?

The national government needed to be restructured with the idea that the power of government lies in its people, not the states.  That is why the preamble of the Constitution begins with “We the people. . . .”

Under the Constitution, where was the power of government?

Under the Constitution the power of government lies with the people who elect representatives.

What is a Federal Government?

It is a system of government that gives power to different levels of government, National (federal), state, and local.  

Under the Constitution how was the national government set 

      up?

There are 3 branches of government.  The legislative branch is made up of 2 houses which make our laws.  The executive branch is made up of the president and his cabinet and they execute or carry out the laws.  The judicial branch is our court system and they interpret the laws to make sure laws support the constitution.
What was the national congress different in the Constitution from  the Articles of Confederation?

The Constitution has a strong national government made up of 3 branches (legislative, executive, and judicial)  The Articles had a weak national government made up of only one branch, the legislative and more power was given to individual states.

