	Unit Question ONE:

Who Discovered America?

Lessons One and Two

1. Who came to North America first?

The Land Bridge Theory

20,000 years ago, an Ice Age caused ocean waters to draw up into glaciers, exposing a bridge of land (the ocean floor) between Asia (near present-day Russia) and North America (in present-day Alaska). Hunter-gatherersmigratedinto North America as they followed animals for food. Throughout this time, their descendants continued to spread out and settle in North and South America and even for many generations after the Ice Age ended.

2. How did their descendants live?

Native Americans

-Pacific Northwest-

(THE PEOPLE OF THE COAST)

KEY WORDS:

*Location – Alaska, Washington, Oregon

*Homes - Longhouses

*Natural Resources – Cedar Trees, Pacific Ocean, freshwater Rivers, Lakes, Streams

*Food – Hunting and Fishing

*Clothing – Cedar bark and bear (staying warm and dry)

*Unique Characteristics – totem poles, potlatches

Unit Question ONE:

Who Discovered America?

Lessons Three and Four
3. Why did the Europeans start exploring North America?

(Motivations)

-Political

(All about POWER!) England, Spain, Portugal and France all knew that sending explorers to the New World to claim more and more land would help them in their competition to be the best, richest, strongest nation-state in Europe.

-Economic
(All about MONEY!) Europeans wanted to cut out the middleman to get goods from the Far East. Once they started claiming land in the New World, they wanted to get rich off of these discoveries

-Technological

(All about INVENTIONS and IDEAS!)

*Caravel – small, fast ship

*Astrolabe – device used to measure distance from the horizon

*Compass – shows direction

*Cartography – map-making skills

*Prince Henry’s School of Navigation (in Portugal)

These technological advances made it POSSIBLE for European explorers to compete politically and economically.

Unit Question TWO:

How Was America Settled?

Lessons ONE and TWO:

1. What effect did the Columbian Exchange have on North America?

-Old World (Europe) to New World
Wheat, rice, coffee, pigs, cows, chickens, horses (Horses helped the Plains Indians become much better hunters)

DISEASES such as diphtheria, malaria, smallpox, and malaria spread from explorers and settlers to the Native Americans, wiping out millions

-New World to Old World
Explorers and settlers learned to grow corn, potatoes, peanuts, squash by watching Native Americans (when they brought the crops home to Europe, these all improved the diets of the Europeans – made them healthier)
2. How did the different settlements compare to one another?

-New Spain
Location in the US: Florida and the southwest 

Economics: *searching for gold, *establishing missions (like St. Augustine, FL and Santa Fe, NM

*encomiendas (large plantations) 

Religion: Roman Catholic (spread my missionaries in the missions!)

Government: Followed the king and queen of the mother country, Spain

Other: the first settlement to use slaves in North America (Native Americans)
-New France
Location in the US: along the Mississippi River and the St. Lawrence River in Quebec, Canada

Economics: Fur, fur, fur!

Religion: Catholic (also converted Native Americans)

Government: followed the king and queen of the mother country, France

Other: Did not allow religious dissenters (people who had different beliefs)
Unit Question TWO:

How Was America Settled?

Lessons THREE and FOUR:

3. How did triangular trade impact the culture and economy of the New World?

-Indentured servants

These poor, displaced people from England were very similar to slaves because they worked for no pay and were often mistreated. However, they did earn their freedom after the contracts they signed were completed (usually 6 or 7 years of work)

-Slave Trade

African slaves were brought to America through two specific trade routes (formed like triangles). In one, the West Indies sent sugar cane to the colonies, where it was turned to rum and sent to Africa to be exchanged for slaves.

In another, manufactured goods were bought from Europe, which were traded with the West Indies for slaves who had been brought from Africa.

-Middle Passage

This second part of a slave’s journey was the voyage over the Atlantic Ocean. The term is also used to describe the inhumane conditions on board the slave ships.
	-Southwestern-

(THE PEOPLE OF THE DESERT)
KEY WORDS:

*Location – Arizona and New Mexico

*Homes – Adobe houses (built into cliffs)

*Natural Resources – Clay, brush, mesas

*Food – Farming and Hunting

*Clothing – moccasins and breechcloths (staying cool)

*Unique characteristics – pottery, irrigation

-Plains-

(THE PEOPLE OF THE BUFFALO)

KEY WORDS:

*Location – middle of the country (Rocky Mountains to mouth of Mississippi River)

*Homes – teepees (tipis) in the south, earthen homes in the north

*Natural Resources – tall grass of the Plains, buffalo, wildlife

*Food – Hunting (some farming in north)

*Clothing – elaborate and decorated

*Unique Characteristics – very religious, use of horses

-Eastern Woodlands-

(THE PEOPLE OF THE FOREST)

KEY WORDS:

*Location – the Mississippi River east to the Atlantic Ocean (a huge area of land!)

*Homes – wigwams, wattle and daub, and longhouses

*Natural Resources – the forest, the ocean, freshwater

*Food – Hunting, Fishing, and Farming

*Clothing – Deerskin

*Unique Characteristics –birch bark, largest cultural group

4. Who were these explorers?

-Leif Eriksson
A Viking from Greenland who landed in Newfoundland, Canada in the year 900 and named the land Vinland but did not share his discovery with other Europeans.

-Christopher Columbus
Columbus sailed for Spain in 1492 with the idea that if he went west from Europe he would reach the Far East. Instead, he is given credit for discovering the lands and riches of North and South America.

-John Cabot

Sailed near the Arctic Circle for England looking for a Northwest Passage to the New World

-Ferdinand Magellan
Sailed for Spain; his crew proved that you could SAIL AROUND the WORLD (he died before the journey was complete)

-Hernando de Soto

Spanish conquistador who explored the southeastern United States

-Henry Hudson
Sailed for both the Netherlands (and claimed New York) AND England (and claimed land in Canada). Named the Hudson River and Hudson Bay.

-Robert La Salle
Sailed for France; explored the Mississippi River to its mouth in the Gulf of Mexico and named the area Louisiana
-the English colonies 

Location in the US: along the entire Atlantic coast

Economics: Trade of goods, crops on a large system of roads and towns

Religion: Mostly Protestant

Government: the mother country (England) gave them the right to govern themselves without much interference

Other: Settled for religious freedom and economic opportunity

THE ENGLISH COLONIES WERE SPLIT INTO THREE GROUPS:

1)New England 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island practiced the least religious tolerance, since most of its settlers were Protestant. They couldn’t farm due to rocky soil and a cold climate, but they were still rich in natural resources such as lumber and shipbuilding.
* Earliest colony in New England: Plymouth, Massachussetts (Puritans/Pilgrims wanting religious freedom)
2)the Middle colonies

New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware were nicknamed “the breadbasket colonies: because of the wealth of food crops they grew and exported. The other defining characteristics of was the many different countries, languages, and religions represented in their population.

*Earliest colony in the Middle colonies: Quaker settlement in Pennsylvania (for religious freedom)
3) the Southern colonies

Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, and Georgia produced cash crops and offered religious freedom (mostly because they were more concerned with profit than religion).
*Earliest colony in the Southern colonies: Jamestown, Virginia (to find gold – became a tobacco settlement)

-African influences on America

*made the Southern colonies richer through their knowledge of farming and herding

*made the slaveowners healthier by introducing greens and other vegetables to their diets

*made the culture of America more special through their music, sea grass baskets, and the Gullah (Gee-chee) culture
-Slave Revolts
Usually unsuccessful; made many Southern plantation owners resort to violence and intimidation
Slaves had their own way of fighting back:

-breaking tools, -working slowly, -feigning illness, -running away (to places like the Seminole tribe in Florida)
4. How did the growing English colonies affect Native Americans?

-the French and Indian War

New France and the English colonies decided to go to war over rights to land in the Ohio River Valley. England sent soldiers to fight with the English colonists, and France sent soldiers to fight with the settlers of New France. The people most affected by the fighting were the Native Americans. They chose to fight with the French b/c the English had been running them off of their land AND because they already had a good working relationship with the French from the fur trade. 


